
 

 

 

xii 
 

CONTENTS 

 

THESIS APPROVAL.............................................................................................ii 

SUBMISSION........................................................................................................iii 

DECLARATION OF ORIGINALITY..................................................................iv 

MOTTO AND DEDICATION...............................................................................v 

ABSTRACT............................................................................................................vi 

ABSTRAK.............................................................................................................vii 

ACKNOWLEDMENT.........................................................................................viii 

CONTENTS..........................................................................................................xii 

LIST OF TABLES ..............................................................................................xvi 

LIST OF FIGURES............................................................................................xvii 

LIST OF APPENDIX .......................................................................................xviii 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION .......................................................................... 1 

1.1 Background of The Study ...................................................................... 1 

1.2 Research Problem .................................................................................. 7 

1.3 Research Objective and Benefit ............................................................. 8 

1.3.1 Objective of Research ........................................................................ 8 

1.3.2 Benefit of Research............................................................................ 9 

1.4 Thesis Outline ...................................................................................... 11 

CHAPTER LITERATURE REVIEW ................................................................ 13 

2.1 Grand Theory ...................................................................................... 13 

2.1.1 Attribution Theory ........................................................................... 13 

2.1.2 Cognitive Moral Theory .................................................................. 14 

2.1.3 Accounting Students’ Perception Toward Auditor’s Unethical ......... 17 

2.1.3.1 Definition of Perception ............................................................ 17 

2.1.3.2 Factors Affecting Perception ..................................................... 18 

2.1.4 Ethical Orientation ........................................................................... 19 

2.1.4.1 Idealism Ethical Orientation ...................................................... 20 



 

 

 

xiii 
 

2.1.4.2 Relativism Ethical Orientation................................................... 21 

2.1.5 Ethical Sensitivity ............................................................................ 23 

2.1.6 Moral Reasoning ............................................................................. 24 

2.1.7 GPA, Gender, and Accounting Profession’s Interest ........................ 25 

2.1.8 Public Accountant............................................................................ 26 

2.2 Prior Research ..................................................................................... 28 

2.3 Framework .......................................................................................... 31 

2.4 Hypothesis ........................................................................................... 32 

2.4.1 The Influence of Ethical Sensitivity on Accounting Student’s 

Perception toward Auditor’s Unethical Behavior ............................. 32 

2.4.2 The Influence of Idealism Ethical Orientation toward Auditor’s 

Unethical Perceived Behavior .......................................................... 33 

2.4.3 The Influence of Relativism Ethical Orientation toward Auditor’s 

Unethical Perceived Behavior .......................................................... 34 

2.4.4 The Influence of Moral Reasoning toward Auditor’s Unethical 

Perceived Behavior .......................................................................... 35 

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHOD ............................................................. 37 

3.1 Research Variables and Operational Variables Definition .................... 37 

3.1.1 Research Variable ............................................................................ 37 

3.1.2 Operational Variables Definition ..................................................... 37 

3.1.2.1 Dependent Variables ................................................................. 37 

3.1.2.2 Independent Variables ............................................................... 38 

3.1.2.2.1 Ethical Sensitivity ................................................................ 38 

3.1.2.2.2 Idealism Ethical Orientation................................................. 39 

3.1.2.2.3 Relativism Ethical Orientation ............................................. 39 

3.1.2.2.4 Moral Reasoning ................................................................. 40 

3.1.2.3 Control Variables ...................................................................... 41 

3.2 Population and Sample ........................................................................ 42 

3.2.1 Research Population ........................................................................ 42 

3.2.2 Research Sample ............................................................................. 42 

3.2.3 Sample Collection Method ............................................................... 43 



 

 

 

xiv 
 

3.3 Type and Data Resource ...................................................................... 44 

3.4 Data Collection Method ....................................................................... 44 

3.5 Analysis Method .................................................................................. 45 

3.5.1 Descriptive Statistic Test ................................................................. 45 

3.5.2 Validity Test .................................................................................... 45 

3.5.3 Reliability Test ................................................................................ 46 

3.5.4 Classical Assumption Test ............................................................... 46 

3.5.4.1 Normality Test .......................................................................... 47 

3.5.4.2 Heteroscedasticity Test.............................................................. 47 

3.5.4.3 Multicollinearity Test ................................................................ 48 

3.5.5 Data Analysis .................................................................................. 48 

3.5.6 Hypothesis Testing .......................................................................... 50 

3.5.6.1 Coefficient of Determination Test ............................................. 50 

3.5.6.2 F Statistical Test ........................................................................ 50 

3.1.1.1 T Statistical Test ....................................................................... 51 

CHAPTER IV RESULT AND ANALYSIS ....................................................... 53 

4.1 Description of  Research Objects ......................................................... 53 

4.2 Data Analysis ...................................................................................... 54 

4.2.1 Descriptive Statistics Analysis ......................................................... 54 

4.2.2 Accounting Students’ Perception toward Auditor’s Unethical .......... 56 

Behavior ..................................................................................................... 56 

4.2.3 Ethical Sensitivity ............................................................................ 56 

4.2.4 Idealism Ethical Orientation............................................................. 56 

4.2.5 Relativism Ethical Orientation ......................................................... 57 

4.2.6 Moral Reasoning ............................................................................. 57 

4.3 Quantitative Data Analysis................................................................... 57 

4.3.1 Reliability Test ................................................................................ 57 

4.3.2 Validity Test .................................................................................... 58 

4.3.3 Classical Assumption Test ............................................................... 60 

4.3.3.1 Normality Test .......................................................................... 60 

4.3.3.2 Multicollinearity Test ................................................................ 63 



 

 

 

xv 
 

4.3.3.3 Heteroscedasticity Test.............................................................. 64 

4.3.4 Hypothesis Test ............................................................................... 66 

4.3.4.1 Coefficient of Determination Test (R2) ...................................... 67 

4.3.4.2 F Value Testing (F-test) ............................................................ 67 

4.4 Interpretation Hypothesis and Discussion ............................................. 72 

4.4.1 The Influence of Ethical Sensitivity toward Auditor’s Unethical 

Behavior .......................................................................................... 73 

4.4.2 The Influence of Idealism Ethical Orientation toward Auditor’s 

Unethical Behavior .......................................................................... 74 

4.4.3 The Influence of Relativism Ethical Orientation toward Auditor’s 

Unethical Behavior .......................................................................... 75 

4.4.4 The Influence of Moral Reasoning toward Auditor’s Unethical 

Behavior .......................................................................................... 76 

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION ......................................... 78 

5.1 Conclusion ........................................................................................... 78 

5.2 The Limitations ................................................................................... 79 

5.3 Suggestions.......................................................................................... 79 

REFERENCES .................................................................................................... 81 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


